Lauren Johns
What Soaring Means to Me

The moment | step into a glider | feel the freedom that comes with flight. | believe
many others share the same feeling of leaving your troubles on the ground and feeling
the boundless joy that is the openness of glider flying. There is no other feeling that can
compare to maneuvering an aircraft through the skies, especially when an aircraft such
as a glider is so peaceful and quiet compared to other means of air travel. Glider flying
was the starting point to begin digging deeper into the intriguing world of aviation. | long
to have no limitations for adventure and travel, similar to a bird as they can roam
wherever and whenever.

Aviation has been a significant part of my life, and | have grown up inspired by
those around me. My mom, a flight attendant for American Airlines, sparked my interest
early on. | am forever grateful that my mom encouraged my brother and me to explore
our fascination for flying. If my Mom hadn’t taken our family on plane rides or introduced
us to our local glider club, my and my brother’s life may have been very different. | do
believe my brother and | have found our calling because of my mom. My grandfather
was a TWA technician and private pilot. My brother is a private pilot who recently
completed his commercial FAA inflight training and graduated with an associate's
degree in aviation technology. My mom, grandfather, and brother have all ignited my
passion for the world of aviation.

One of my most memorable experiences was attending our local glider club, Sky
Soaring, with my family and watching my brother take lessons and eventually Solo.
Witnessing my brother solo inspired me so much and | took my first glider flight at
fourteen with an instructor, igniting my fascination for glider flying. As we released from
the tow rope, | noted to myself that | expected fear before takeoff, but had not felt an
ounce of fear once the tow plane began accelerating. | was transfixed by the clouds
stretching into the distance and was in awe of all that | could see down below. Learning
more about glider flying became a passion as soon as | experienced how beautiful it
was after my first glider flight. This great interest led to my solo flight in August 2024 at
age 16. My next goal is to obtain my private glider license, which will further support my
passion and knowledge of glider flying. The supportive and intellectual glider community
makes it an incredible privilege to be part of this unique experience.

It has been highly rewarding to learn from and be a part of my local glider club,
Sky Soaring. Soaring has taught me Important life skills such as sound decision-
making, communication skills, and remaining focused in quick-thinking scenarios. These
leadership skills will last me a lifetime as | move forward in the aviation industry.

| am incredibly blessed for my instructor Mark Mallamo, who worked with great integrity,
patience, focus, and expertise. He played a key role in flight instruction and taught me
what | needed to learn to achieve my goal of solo flying. Being surrounded by great
leaders and mentors at Sky Soaring has made for a very positive learning experience.
This funding will cover the essential flight hours required to obtain my private
glider pilot license. One of the primary reasons my family would greatly appreciate this
scholarship is that my brother is working towards achieving his dream of becoming a
commercial pilot. This journey requires significant financial investment, and any support



we receive will be met with immense gratitude. The opportunity to pursue my passion
for aviation, alongside my brother's ambitious goals, would help us both reach our
aspirations in the field of flying.

The largest contribution | can make is to help wherever | can with activities such
as: arriving at the glider club early for the preflight inspection, wing running, recording
takeoff and landing times, assisting at close up at the end of the day, and more. | am
ready and willing to continue to learn all of the things necessary that make a day and a
season of glider flying safe and successful.



